
 
Site Plan 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 Most of the lawn will be maintained as a usable cooking, party and sports zone with the barbecue remaining. Additions of native 
flowers, shrubs and grasses will be added to the border along the north and west and an addition will be made to garden around the 
library to accent our large collection of architecture literature and the new renovations done to the space. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Planting 
 
 

 
 
California Roses - A 5’ grid of California Roses will be used to enhance the Victorian feel of the garden. Each Rose bush will take up 
a 4 square foot area as they cannot have any plugs planted in a 2’ radius around them. 
 
Grass and Wildflower Plugs - The spaces in-between the grid will be allowed to grow at their leisure as is necessary for a healthy 
native garden. Initially they will planted at a ratio o 60% grass to 40% wildflower at intervals of 1’. 
 
Stage 1 
 375 square feet 
  15 Rose bushes 
  23 square feet of grasses and wildflowers with 230 plants 
 
Stage 2 
 377 square feet 
  5 Rose Bushes 
  260 square feet of grasses and wildflowers with 260 plants 
 
Mulching – The entire square footage will be covered with a layer of cocoa shells at 1 inch deep. This helps to keep nutrients in the 
soil, prevent weeds and provide a nice smell 
 
 
 
 
Certification as a Wildlife Habitat 
 
 Architects are members of a profession that is becoming increasingly more conscious of humanity’s impact on the world. 
We at Alpha Rho Chi, as the next generation of architects, should be models of the green movement. This includes incorporating the 
native ecosystems into our projects and our homes for the purpose of conserving nature, resources and joy. The ultimate goal of this 
proposal is to show our commitment to these principles by becoming certified as a wildlife habitat through the National Wildlife 
Federation.  

All you need to do for certification is provide elements from each of the following areas: 

• Food Sources. For example: Native plants, seeds, fruits, nuts, berries, nectar 
• Water Sources. For example: Birdbath, pond, water garden, stream 
• Places for Cover. For example: Thicket, rockpile, birdhouse 
• Places to Raise Young. For example: Dense shrubs, vegetation, nesting box, pond 
• Sustainable Gardening. For example: Mulch, compost, rain garden, chemical-free fertilizer 

(From the website: http://www.nwf.org/backyard/certify.cfm) 
 
 
 
Food Sources:  
Native Plants Listed Above.  
Grasses attract butterflies and many of the wildflowers attract hummingbirds. 
 



 
 
Water Source 
 A birdbath can be bought or built by the actives. 
 A pond or a stream would be inappropriate for Los Angeles 
 
 

 
 
 
Places for cover 
 
Rockpiles along walkways will serve as cover and will also delineate the paths through the front yard to the house and driveway. They 
will add to the formal quality of the garden and further mimic Victorian Gardens. 
  

                                
http://www.goingnativegardentour.org/                                                    http://victorianflowergarden.com/images/richmond01.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Places to Raise young   
 
 

 
 
Some of the flowers are part of shrub plants. These flowers will be planted along the south and west borders of the yard during stage 1 
and can provide places to raise young. 
 
Should funds be available a birdhouse can also be purchased 

 
Sustainable Gardening 
 
Mulch will be used to keep weeds down. 
Fertilizer is not required. 
Composting can be brought up with the actives at the house. This is not recommended, however, since the only time the actives throw 
out organic compounds is during Monday night and a compost pile requires constant maintenance. 



 
Rainwater Barrels will be placed under downspouts to store rainwater for use during extreme droughts 

 
Rainwater barrels can be quite expensive. The actives can create a barrel out of a large plastic container if funds are scare. It will not 
be aesthetically pleasing, but can be covered with lath screens or be hidden at the side of the house. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Budget 
 
 
Wildflowers/Grasses –  $8 each.  
  Stage 1 – 230 plants 
  Stage 2 – 260 plants 
Optional Birdhouse – $30 
Birdbath – $40  
Mulch – $50 per 8 pounds 
Optional Rainwater Barrels - $80-$100  
Registration with National Wildlife Federation – $15 
 
Stage 1 – $1700 for grass and wildflower plugs at 1’ oc 

- $120 for Rose Shrubs planted on a 5’ grid 
-  $80 for mulch 
- $100 for rainwater barrel  

Total: $2000 
 
Stage 2 –  $2080 or grass and wildflower plugs at 1’ oc 

- $40 for Rose Shrubs planted on 5’ grid 
- $40 dollars for birdbath 
- $80 for mulch 
- $15 for registration with national wildlife federation 
- $30 for birdhouse 

Total: $2285 
 
 



Time Frame 

Stage 1 Fall 08 Pledge Project                                                                                                                                                                  
The introduction of native flowers into the planted border zones to the west and south. In front this would include the California Rose 
to compliment the pledge class Rose plants and to the west a variety of wildflowers will be used. Rainwater barrels will be installed 
under the gutters of the house for use during droughts. 

Stage 2 Spring 09 Pledge and Active Project                                                                                                                                           
The creation of a small native garden on the north east side by the library as a compliment to the renovations introduced recently. A 
birdbath and small rock habitats will be incorporated into the garden plans. Once this stage is completed registration with the National 
Wildlife Federation as Natural Habitat will be possible.  

Note: Should a pledge class be unavailable the planting will be done during active workdays. If the project cannot be completed in the 
average number of work days each stage can be extended to a year-long project. 

 

Maintenance 

One of the benefits of native gardens is that they require virtually no maintenance. Each of the proposed plants is drought resistant so, 
with the exception of extreme water shortages the new plants will not need to be watered. Fertilizer is not only unnecessary, but 
detrimental to the garden’s health since it encourages weeds; the natural minerals in the soil are all these plants need. During the first 
two months after planting the flowers must be watered every two weeks to insure that they make the transition safely.                                                 

 Should portions of the yard ever be replanted with a native lawn it will require mowing. If the grasses involved are longer than 4” the 
lawn will have to be trimmed every two months if the lawn is going to be functional. If the grasses are ornamental they do not need 
mowing but for the sake of the garden’s health and as a precaution against fire it should be trimmed once a year. 

The new gardens proposed border the part of the yard used during parties so very little additional clean-up after parties should be 
required to keep them beautiful. 

Weeding might be necessary in the summer. If the gardens are kept under mulch, are not fertilized and are rarely watered weeds 
should not be a problem. 

 
 
 
 
 
Wildlife 
 
Native grasses will attract hummingbirds, native birds, butterflies and bumblebees. 
 
 
For pests such as chipmunks, squirrels and mice planting with natives can help to control their population. All of these pests are not 
native to California and their diet consists of plants that require more water then native plants. When natives are planted and watering 
is kept to a minimum the plants which attract pest animals should die out and the pests will move to yards that have more to eat. It is 
essential to keep the weeds to a minimum in order to insure pest animals don’t find food in the garden. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 




